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TAGS: PRESS CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENT SADAT AND SECRETARY KISSINGER 
BEFORE MEETING AT MAAMURA ON AUGUST 31, 1975, ALEXANDRIA 

Q: ARE YOU GOING TO JORDAN TOMORROW? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: PROBABLY I CANNOT GO TO JORDAN TOMORROW, 
BUT WE WILL AGREE ON A SCHEDULE AFTER I HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO 
TALK TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Q: AND YOU ARE NOT GOING BACK TO NEW YORK, SIR? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: NO, I HAVE ASKED AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN TO 
DELIVER THE SPEECH THAT HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR DELIVERY AT THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
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Q: WHEN DO YOU EXPECT THE SECOND STAGE INITIALING TO 
TAKE PLACE? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: WE WILL DISCUSS IT TODAY. I AM HOPEFUL 
IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 

Q: MR PRESIDENT, THERE WAS A REPORT BEFORE WE STARTED COMING 
HERE TODAY THAT EGYPT HAS REQUESTED A LARGER NUMBER OF TROOPS 
IN THE LIMITED FORCES ZONE NUMBERING 12,000. IS THAT CORRECT? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: SHE TRIED IT ALREADY ON ME, MR PRESIDENT. 

SHE IS IUST SEEING WHAT SHE CAN GET OUT OF YOU. 

PRESIDENT SADAT: I SHALL BE DISCUSSING THIS WITH DR KISSINGER. 

Q: IS THAT REPORT INCORRECT, SIR? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: I CANNOT SAY YES OR NO. 

Q: MR PRESIDENT, IS THERE ONE PARTICULAR ISSUE THAT IS SORT OF 
SLOWING DOWN THE PACE AT THIS POINT? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: WHAT? 

Q: IS THERE ONE PARTICULAR PROBLEM THAT IS CAUSING THIS SLIGHT 
DELAY IN WRAPPING UP THE AGREEMENT? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: FROM MY SIDE? 

Q: NO, NO, GENRALLY, FROM YOUR SIDE AND THE ISRAELI SIDE? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: FROM MY SIDE, NO. 

Q: IS THERE ONE FROM THE ISRAELI SIDE? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: MAYBE. 

Q: COULD IT BE THE AMERICAN PRESENCE - IS THAT AN ISSUE OF SOM 
DISPUTE NOW? 
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PRESIDENT SADAT: NO, I DO NOT THINK THIS IS THE PROBLEM AT ALL. 

Q: MR PRESIDENT, WHEN DO YOU, SIR, EXPECT THE AGREEMENT TO 
BE INITIALED? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: WELL YOU DID NOT GIVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCUSS WITH DR KISSINGER YET. 
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Q: WHEN DO YOU EXPECT THAT THE LAST REMAINING BLOCK ... 

PRESIDENT SADAT: AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Q: ARE THERE ANY DIFFICULTIES, DR KISSINGER, YOU FEEL THAT YOU 
ARE FACING? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I THINK WE ARE NOW DEALING WITH VERY 
TECHNICAL, VERY COMPLICATED SUBJECTS. AND WHEN YOU GET TO THE 
LAST PHASE, THESE ARE THE ISSUES THAT REMAIN. I DO NOT 
FIND ANY DEADLOCK OR ANY PROBLEMS THAT CANNOT BE SOLVED. WE 
HAVE WORKED IN A VERY GOOD ATMOSPHERE HERE YESTERDAY AND 
OVERNIGHT ON THE OTHER SIDE, IN ISRAEL, AND I THINK THAT WE 
CAN MAKE GOOD PROGRESS TODAY. 

Q: MR PRESIDENT, COULD THESE TECHNICAL ISSUES THAT ARE NOW 
REMAINING BE RESOLVED WITH SOMEONE OTHER THAN DR KISSINGER? 

IS IT REALLY NECESSARY FOR HIM TO COME BACK AND FORTH, TO 
FOLLOW THIS RATHER TIRING PACE? COULD IT BE DONE BY PHONE 
OR EMISSARY? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: HOW COULD IT BE DONE? 

Q: THROUGH AN EMISSARY OR AMBASSADORS. IS THAT POSSIBLE? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: WELL, THE WHOLE THING HAS BEEN HANDLED SINCE 
THE BEGINNING BY DR DR KISSINGER. HE SHOULD END IT. HE 
SHOULD FINISH IT. 

Q: MR PRESIDENT, DO YOU FEEL THAT ISRAEL HAS RAISED SOME 
UNEXPECTED DEMANDS IN THE COURSE OF THIS WEEK? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: THEY ARE ALWAYS RAISING HELL, AS YOU SAY 
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IN AMERICA. 

Q: MR PRESIDENT, CAN YOU IMAGINE, HAVING COME THIS FAR, THAT 
FAILURE IS STILL POSSIBLE? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: BELIEVE ME, AS I HAVE SEEN AND AS HAPPENED 
DURING THE MARCH MISSION, IT MAY COME TO THIS. BUT NOT 
FROM THE EGYPTIAN SIDE. WE ARE QUITE READY AND WE ARE QUITE 
UNDERSTANDING. BUT I DO NOT KNOW WHAT GOES THERE ON THE 
ISRAELI SIDE. 

Q: WELL, THE ONLY CONCLUSION WE CAN DRAW THEN, SIR, SINCE 
YOU SAY YOU ARE READY FOR AN AGREEMENT AND NO DIFFICULTIES ARE 
BEING RAISED FROM YOUR SIDE - THE ONLY CONCLUSION WE CAN 
DRAW IS YOUR SUGGESTION THAT THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES BEING 
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RAISED BY THE ISRAELI SIDE. 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: UNLESS THEY ARE RAISED BY MY SIDE. 

( 

LAUGHTER) 

PRESIDENT SADAT: FROM OUR SIDE WE ARE TYING OUR BEST TO 
REACH AN AGREEMENT. DR KISSINGER IS DOING HIS BEST AND AS 
I TOLD YOU BEFORE, THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY, HE IS HONEST 
AND TIRELESS IN HIS EFFORTS. IN THIS AGREEMENT THERE ARE 
VERY BIG TECHNICAL DETAILS IN THE WHOLE THING. THAT IS 
WHAT DR KISSINGER IS GOING HIS BEST TO TRY AND SOLVE 
THESE TECHNICAL DETAILS 

Q: NO MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE LEFT? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: I DO NOT THINK WE HAVE ANYTHING ABOUT THE 
SUBSTANCE ITSELF - I DO NOT THINK. 

1: THANK YOU SIR. 

EILTS 
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